
                                                

Proud Sponsors of NZAAA 

                                      

Official Newsletter of the NZ Agricultural Aviation Association – August 2015 

Wind, weather and more weather! It’s an interesting winter. This may seem a short newsletter 

but be assured that if you read all the information at the links we’ve included, you’ll have plenty 

of reading to fill in a windy day. In this edition you can read about: 

• Why Accreditation? 

• Logbooks and DFR’s 

• Auditz 

• Toolbox 

• Last Word 

Why Accreditation? 

 

Why indeed. I sometimes get told, “Accreditation brings me no benefits – it’s just another cost 

amongst all the other compliance I am lumped with.”  

 

Is it really only about you and your costs?  

 

As we pointed out in last month’s newsletter, France has become the most recent country to 

ban Ag Aviation. If it can happen there, can it happen here? Of course it can because we are in 

the firing line too simply because a lot of what we do is considered controversial. But it is a lot 

less likely to happen here if everyone always operates to best practice and importantly – can 

demonstrate that they are. Accreditation does that - and that folks is the reason why we have it. 

Pretty simple really. It is there to assure that you, your sons and daughters, and theirs, will have 

an industry to work in. Yes it is a cost and yes it is extra compliance – but that’s the investment 

you are making so there is a future. 

 

The integrity of accreditation programmes that have all the elements of ISO, as our does, rely to 

a large extent on internal reporting. (This is going to become even more important when SMS is 

formally introduced by CAA). Pilots should be reporting to their company every time they depart 

from their documented procedures and codes of practice. If you have evidence that an 

accredited operator is not performing to best practice then let us know about it. To be 

successful in closing down our critics, we all have to take ownership of the programme. 

 

Logbooks and DFR’s 

 

Those of you who were at the AGM will remember the discussion on CAA requirements for how 

we are to complete logbooks and DFR’s. The meeting required NZAAA to apply for an exemption 

to CAR Part 91.112 but we were advised that someone had already petitioned CAA for such an 

exemption and it was turned down. Subsequently we had a meeting with CAA and the outcome 

from that was for NZAAA to offer an alternative proposal as to how AG Pilots might meet CAR 



Part 91.112. You can read our proposal at 

https://secure.zeald.com/site/aianz/CAA%20re%20137%20Issues.pdf  

At the time of writing we have not received a response from CAA. 

 

Auditz 

 

Back in April we alerted you to an offer of a really useful tool to manage many of your 

compliance needs. It seems that quite a few of you have taken up the offer and we are hearing 

good reports too. So this is just a reminder that you can learn more at 

http://www.auditz.io/aia.html 

Toolbox 

 

• Following his address at conference, Garth Gallaway promised to send some guidelines 

on the role of company directors in the governance of Health and Safety. These are 

available at: 

https://www.iod.org.nz/Portals/0/Publications/Good%20Governance%20Practices%20G

uideline.pdf. 

• The ATSB has produced a report on Ag Aviation Safety (Australian but relevant) which 

you can access at: 

Aerial application safety: 2014 to 2015 year in review 

• ATSB has also published a useful video produced by AAAA on why we hit wires we knew 

were there. See it at: 

Wirestrike involving known wires: A manageable aerial agriculture hazard  

• Unwanted chemicals? See “The great DDT Muster” at   

http://www.aia.org.nz/Divisions/NZAAA/News.html  

• We remind members that Educhem is currently the only provider that is qualified to 

deliver: 

GROWSAFE® Pilot Chemical Rating 

GROWSAFE® Pilot Chemical Rating Revalidation 

GROWSAFE® Introductory Certificate endorsed “Ground Crew” 

• Recent Legislative Changes regarding OPC’s can be seen at 

http://www.aia.org.nz/Divisions/NZAAA/News.html  

Last Word 

The industry owns AIRCARE™ Accreditation. It has the power to bestow accreditation on 

operators – and it has the power to take it away. 

As always, send any feedback to sinclairjg@gmail.com and remember 

 

Let’s make a difference 

and lose no lives this year 


